
 

  

 

 

 

 

What is happening? 

In January 2016 the City of Boulder will begin an enhanced parking program that will improve 

access to the Civic Area. 

 

Why does the Civic Area need an enhanced parking program? 

The Boulder community is investing in the Civic Area to make it an attractive and accessible 

area for residents and visitors to gather. Improving parking access in adjacent lots creates an 

opportunity for more people to use the park and public facilities.  

 

Who will be affected by these changes? 

The changes will affect all visitors who drive to and park in the Civic Area. This includes Civic 

Area visitors, library patrons, city services customers, and City of Boulder employees. 

 

How will it work? 

Under the new program, you will receive 90 minutes of free public parking in the Civic Area, 

and you will be able to purchase an additional 90 minutes. If you park longer than the three hour 

time limit during one parking session, you may receive a $15 ticket. 

You can return to the Civic Area for additional parking sessions, if you need to visit more than 

once in a calendar day. However, you will only get up to 90 minutes free the first time you park 

during a day and each parking session cannot exceed three hours. Return parking for a new 

parking session will be charged at a rate of $1.25/hour for credit card or 25 cents/12 minutes for 

coin. 

If you need more than three hours in a parking session, you can use the public parking garages 

north of the Civic Area.  

Managed parking hours will run Monday to Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 

parking will be free. 

 

How will the city enforce the new rules? 

As part of the parking program, City of Boulder Parking Services will install new parking meter 

kiosks in the Civic Area lots in January 2016. You will need to use the kiosks to begin the first 

90 minutes of free parking and to purchase up to an additional 90 minutes, if needed. 

The parking meter kiosks will be different from those used in the downtown area. In the Civic 

Area, the kiosks will be “pay by plate,” requiring license plate entry to begin the transaction. 

These changes will support enforcement of parking rules and encourage compliance, turnover 

and improved access for patrons. 
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What if I need help using the new kiosks? 

To help customers with the enhanced parking program, city parking ambassadors will be 

stationed in one or more of the Civic Area parking lots in January 2016 to assist with questions 

about using the new pay station kiosks. 

 

Which lots are included in the enhanced parking program? 

The changes will impact the following lots: 

 Main Library (Arapahoe Ave.) 

 Municipal Building/North Library (Canyon Blvd.) 

 New Britain Building (Arapahoe Ave.)  

 Park Central (Arapahoe Ave.) 

The West Senior Center parking lot will remain unchanged. 

 

A detailed map of the changes is available by going to the Civic Area website at 

https://bouldercolorado.gov/civic-area, and scrolling down to the Civic Area Parking Changes 

headline and clicking on the MAP link. 

 

When will the enhancement program begin? 

The changes take effect in January 2016.  

 

What if I have more questions about the parking changes? 

You can learn more about the parking enhancements by visiting the city’s Civic Area 

(https://bouldercolorado.gov/civic-area) webpage. Or you can submit questions about Civic Area 

Parking through Inquire Boulder at (www.bouldercolorado.gov/civicareaparking). 
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